CHAPTER II.

HOW WE  GOT OUR CHRISTIAN NAMES
AND SURNAMES.

WE can learn some interesting stories from the his-
tory of our own names. Most people nowadays have
one or more Christian names and a surname, but this
was not always the case. Every Christian from the
earliest days of Christianity must have had a Chris-
tian name given to him at baptism. And before the
days of Christianity every man, woman, or child
must have had some name. But the practice of
giving surnames grew up only very gradually in the
countries of Europe. At first only a few royal or
noble families had sur-names, or "super" names;
but gradually, as the populations of the different
countries became larger, it became necessary for
people to have surnames, so as to distinguish those
with the same Christian names from each other.

In these days children are generally given for their
Christian names family names, or names which their
parents think beautiful or suitable. (Often the chil-
dren afterwards do not like their own names at alL)
The Christian names of the children of European